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Setting Up Guide for W3 Total Cache

Here comes an Ultimate Guide to W3 Total Cache WordPress Plugin. Yet a top plugin which let's you make your
site load faster in just a few minutes. This plugin provides all in one user experience to make your site a lot faster.
Today, we are going to show you the basic settings of W3 Total Cache. How to use it, discussing on the most
common factors of this plugin and a lot more.

Read: Get 95+ Score on Google Page Speed Insights (WordPress Only)

So before we start just install and activate W3 Total Cache for better understanding. If you've just installed this
plugin, from now you can see that your blog has a new tab called Performance below settings tab. Alright!
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Now, on clicking the performance tab you will be able to access the General Settings Page of this plugin. Where
you can see these of the following things:

Basic Assumptions

1. General

Page Cache
Minify

Database Cache
Object Cache
Browser Cache
CDN
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1. General

Remember before you make any change first enable the Toggle all caching types to prevent the mixing settings.

General

™ Toggle all caching types on or off at once.

Freview Mode: /
Use preview mode to test configuration scenarios prior fo releasing them (depioy) on the actual site.
Save all settings

2. Page Cache
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Before we began to enable Page Cache through general settings page, we must take a look in-depth to the page
caching options by going to Performance > Page Cache.

Now, here in Page Cache Settings, the
following four (4) options needed to be
correct:

e General
e Advanced

e Cache Preload

e Purge Policy
General

Actually the Page Cache indicates that
whether a page should be cached or not. The
only mean is that whenever we install
anything like plugins, themes, etc, W3 Total
Cache automatically seeks to make empty all
the cache. In this way these of the following
things will be cached out. We can see the
check boxes on each of the following:

e Cache home page (Checked)

*ML-Sitemap

Link Checker

® Performance

SEO

o Cache feeds: site, categories, tags, comments (Unchecked)

e Cache SSL (https) requests (Checked)

e Cache URIs with query string variables (Checked)

e Cache 404 (not found) pages (Checked)

e Cache requests only for www.yourdomain.com hostname (Checked)

e Don’t cache pages for logged in users (Checked)

General

¥ Cache home page

For many biogs this s vour most visited page, 1tis recormmended that o cache 1t

[ Cache feeds: site, categaries, tags, comments

Evien If Baing a feed proxy senvice (ke FeedBurner), enabiing this option i sl recommendead.

¥ Cache S5L (hitps) requests

Search result (and similar) pages will be cached if enabled.

¥ Cache 404 {not found) pages

General Settings
Page Cache
Minify

Databhase Cache
Dbject Cache
Browser Cache
Lser Agent Groups
Feferrer Groups
CDM

FAQ

Support

Install

About

Reduce aanver ioad by caching 404 pages. Ifthe disk enhanced method of disi caching s used, 404 pages will be returned with 2 200 response

code, Lise at Wour own Fisk,

¥ Cache requests only far www softstribe.com hostname

Cache only requests with the same URL a5 the site's site address.

¥ Don't cache pages for logged in users

Users that have signed in to WordPress (e.g. administrators) will never view cached pages if enabied.

Save all settings

Advanced



Here’s nothing that we change, so | guess don’t touch this section. Leave this section on its own.

Cache Preload

Alright!

o Automatically prime the page cache (Checked)
e Update interval (900 seconds)
e Pages per interval (less is more 7 to 10 would be better not more than 10)

e Sitemap URL (http://www.yourwebsite.com/sitemap.xml)

Cache Preload

[V Automatically prime the page cache

Update interval: Q0o seconds
The number of aeconds fo walt before creating another set of cached pages.

Fages perinterval: 10
Lirnitthe nurmber of pages (o create per batch. Fewsr pages may be belter for Underpoweared servers.

Sitermap URL: hitp:ffwenen. softstribe. comisitemap xml
A compliant sitermap can be Wsed to specify the pages to maintain in the primed cache. Pages will be
cached according to the prionties specilied in the XML file. Google XML Sitemans is recommended for
Uae with this feature.

Save all settings

Purge Policy

There is no need to touch this section. These of the following things should be checked.

homepage

post page

blog feed
rss2 (default)

Purge Policy

Specify the pages and feeds to purge when posts are created, edited, or comments posted. The defaults are recommended hecause additional
options may reduce server perfarmance:

¥ Home page [~ Postcomments pages " Post comments feed ™ Daily archive pages
¥ Paostpage [ Paost authar pages [ Paost author feed ™ monthly archive pages
¥ Blog feed [~ Postterms pages [~ Postterms feeds [~ early archive pages

Specify the feed types to purge:

[ rdf

[ ras

[V rss2 (defaulty
[~ atam

Save all settings

Finally, go through the general settings page and Enable the Page Cache safely.
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Page Cache

Enable page caching to decrease the response time of your site.

Page Cache: ¥ Enable
Caching pages will reduce the response time of your site and increase the scale of Your web sener,

Page Cache Method: | Disk: Basic j

Save all settings Empty cache

3. Minify

Most of people use wp-minify WordPress plugin to minify such files i.e, CSS, JS files. Although they already have
the options to minify these files in their w3 total cache plugin but they don’t use it anymore. Because they

really don’t know how it works. Here we’ll take a look on how to set up minification using w3 total cache plugin on
your site.

Minify
Reduce load tirme by decreasing the size and number of C55 and JS files. Automatically remove unncessary data from CS3, J5, feed, page and
RSN
Minify: [¥ Enable
Minification can decrease file size of HTML, TS5, J5 and feeds respectively by ~10% on average.
Minify rode:  Auto & Manual
Select manual mode to vae fields on the minify settings tab o specifi files to be minified, otherwise fles
will e roinified automatically, but will not use the CON.
Minify Cache Method: | Diisk j

HTML minifier: Default x|
JS minifier: JSMin (defauly x|

G55 minifier: Default =l

Save all settings Empty cache

Now, here in Minify Settings Tab, the following five (5) options needed to be correct:

e General

e HTML and XML
e JS

e CSS

Advanced

General

Well, you just need to check box on following:

o Rewrite URL structure (Must be checked)
¢ Disable minify for logged in users (Must be checked)

e Minify error notification (For both Admin and Email notification)


http://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-minify/

General

2 Eewrite URL structure

[V Disahle minify for logoed in users
Authenticated uaers will not reclieve minified pages iFthis option Is enabiled.

Minify error notification: Both Admin & Email Notification j“'—_

Nobifiy when minify cache creation errors occlr,

Save all settings

HTML and XML

Enable HTML minify settings:

Enable (Checked)
Inline CSS minification (Checked)

Inline JS minification (Checked)

Don’t minify feeds (Unchecked)

Line break removal (Checked)

HTML & XML
_ minify settings: V¥ Enahle
¥ Inline CSS minification

[T Dan't minify feeds
[V Line break remaval

Ignored comment sterns: google_ad_
REPEAK_

P

Do not rermove comments that contain these ferms.

Save all settings

Move on to JS Section

Enable JS minify settings:

e Enable (Checked)

e Combine only after <head> (Unchecked)

e Combine only after <body> (Unchecked)

e Combine only before </body> (Unchecked)

e Preserved comment removal (not applied when combine only is active) (Checked)

¢ Line break removal (not safe, not applied when combine only is active) (Checked)
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1S minify [¥ Enable
SEHiNIE: [ Combine only after <head=

[T Cornhbine anly after <body=

[~ Comhine anly before =fhody=

¥ Preserved comment removal {not applied when combing only is active)

¥ Line break removal (not safz, not applied when combine only is active)

JE file .
Theme: | Simple Catch (active
management: P { )j

Files are minified by tamplate. First select the theme fo manage, then add scripls wsed in all templates to the Al Templates" group, Use the rr
manage acrints unique to 8 specifiic tempiale. If necessans drag & drop (o resolve dependency issues (due to Incorrect order).

File URI: Template: Embed Location:
1. dwp-includesigiguerdioueny.js All Terplates j ‘ Embed hefare </hody>= j
Add & script

Save all settings

Move on to CSS Section

Enable CSS minify Settings:

e Enable (Checked)
e Combine only (Unchecked)
e Preserved comment removal (not applied when combine only is active) (Checked)

e Line break removal (not applied when combine only is active) (Checked)

€33
£33 minify [¥ Enable
settings:

[~ Cornbine only
¥ Praserved comment removal inot applied when combine anly is active)
¥ Line break removal (not applied when combine only is active)

@import ’— =

handling: Process J

CSE file l—
Th | 5 le Catch (acti
B BMme imple Catch (ac we)j

Files are minffied by template. First select the theme to manage, then add sivie sheets used In all lempliates to the AN Tempiates" groun
Lise the menu above to manage shyle sheets unique to a specific lemplate. [f necessany drag & drop to resoive dependencyy issues (due fo

Incarrect arcer).
File URI: Template:
1. wp-contentthemes/simple-catchistyle.css All Templates j Delete Yerify URI

Add 3 style sheet

Save all settings

Advanced

Now, we just have to specify the time period in which the external JS as well as CSS files should be cached out,
(21600 seconds for both) would be better to choose. Because the less you select the time the more benefit will
your blog have.

e Update external files every (21600 seconds)

e Garbage collection interval (21600 seconds)

4. Database Cache



We don’'t need to make any change in the Database Cache just disable it through General Settings Page
(Unchecked).

Database Cache

Enahle datahase caching to reduce post, page and feed creation time.

Database Cache: [ Enable Unchecked
Caching database objects decreases the response Hime of Wour site. Best used if object caching ia hot
posaibie.

Database Cache Method: Disk j

Save all settings Empty cache

5. Object Cache

We don’t need to touch this section Object Cache just disable it through General Settings Page (Unchecked).

6. Browser Cache

Basically, the browser cache helps your blog to load quickly by reducing the Yslow grade and rewriting the rules
in your .htaccess file. This provides the information to the browser when the browser should cache such files
(CSS, JS, HTML, XML, Media and others files) by specifying the time period for them.

Now, here in Browser Cache Tab, the following five (4) options needed to be correct:

e General
e CSS&JS
e HTML & XML

e Media and other files

General

Specify global browser cache policy by enabling those which are useful and also exclude those which are
useless.

e (Checked)

CSS & JS

Now, we have to specify the time to cache for CSS and JS files. 604800 Seconds will be better as this mean 168
hours according to apache configurations.



C335 & J3

Specify hrowser cache palicy for Cascading Style Sheets and JavaScript files.

¥ Set expires header
Set the expires header to encolrage browser caching of flies.

Expires header lifetime: GEO4800 seconds

[T Setcache control header
Set pragma ahd cache-control headears to encourage browser caching of files.

Cache Control palicy: cache with validation public, mustrevalidate, proxy-revalidate™ j

[¥ Set entity tag (2Tag)
Set the Etag header to encourage browser caching of filies.

[¥ Set'wi3 Total Cache header
Set this header fo assist In jdentifying optimized files.

¥ Enable HTTP (gzipi compressian

Reduce the downioad tme for lext-based fifes.

[ Prevent caching of objects after settings change
Whenevear seftings are changed, 2 new queny string will be generated and appendead to obfects aliowing the new policy to be applied.

Save all settings

HTML & XML

This section HTML & XML in browser cache refers to specify the cache policies for posts, pages, feeds and text-
based files. So, specify the time be carefully or take a look on my own settings below:

HTML & XML

Specify browser cache policy for posts, pages, feeds and text-based files.

¥ Set expires header
Set the expires headear fo encolrage browser caching of files.

Expires header lifetime: 3600 seconds

[T Setcache control header
Set pragma and cache-control headers fo encourage browser caching of files,

Cache Contral policy: cache with validation ("public, must-revalidate, proxy-revalidate") j

[¥ Set entity tag (8Tag)
Set the Etag header fo encolrage browser caching of files.

[¥ Setiw3 Total Cache header
Set this header to asaist in identifiying optimized files.

V¥ Enable HTTP (gzip) compression

Reduce the download time for text-based files.

Save all settings

Media and other files

Set expires header (Checked)

Expires header lifetime (31536000) seconds
(Checked)

(Checked)

7. Content Delivery Network (CDN)

Enable the CDN from General Settings Page. Now, login to your Cpanel to make separate sub-domain for your



CDN. | guess make a sub-domain with (cdn.yourdomain.com). If you've done creating the sub-domain then
create FTP login for it by going to FTP accounts from your hosting.

Files A
1 1 - . _'-._
Backups Leqacy File Backup Dizk Web Disk FTF
File Manager Wizard Space Accounts
Manager Usage

- l".

g

FTFP
Sesszion

Cantrol

On this page fill out the login information for the selected root directory.

Add FTP Account

Login: |U59""3“"E S Yourdomain.com

Password: |

Password [Again): |

Strength (7): l Very Weak (0,/100) | Password Generator
Directory: /home/ N[  cdn

Guota: C ME

& Unlirmited

Create FTP Sccount

Alright, all we’ve done. Now get back to W3 Total Cache > CDN and here you’ll see over three (3) options the
following are these:

e General
e Configuration

e Advanced

General

Host attachments (Checked)

e Host wp-includes/ files (Checked)

¢ Host theme files (Checked)

e Host minified CSS and JS files (Checked)

e Host custom files (Checked)

e Force over-writing of existing files (Unchecked)

o Import external media library attachments (Unchecked)



General

[V Host attachments
Ifchecked, ail aftachmeants will be hosted with the Upload attachments

¥ Hostwp-includesi files

Ifchecked, WordPress static core file types specified in
the Ywo-incivdes file types fo upload" field beiow will be
hosted with the CON.

Upload includes files

¥ Hosttheme files
Ifchecked, ail therme file types specified In the "theme

file types to upload" field beiow will be hosted with the Lploaditiemeliies

¥ Host minified CSS and JS files

ifehecked, minified TS5 and J5 fiies will be hosted Upload minify files
with the CON.

[V Host custom files
Ifchecked, any file names or paths specified In the

“custom file list" figlc below will be hosted with the Lpnadicuctomifies

™ Farce overwriting of existing files
If modified files are not always detected and repiaced, use this option to overwrite them.

[T Import external media library attachments
Downioad aftachments hosted elsewheare into yvour media fibrany and deliver thern wia CON.

Save all settings

Configuration
e Use passive FTP mode (Unchecked)
e FTP Hostname (means the URL of your sub-domain)
e FTP Username (Insert the username using FTP information)
e FTP Password (Insert the password using FTP information)
e FTP path (public_html/cdn or whatever your sub-domain starts with)

For the overall nature to set up configuration part for your CDN. See the following image:



Advanced

No need to touch this section. Just press the buttons which says save all settings. Lastly to ensure proper
operation of your self-hosted CDN just export the media library files to your sub-domain directly by clicking

Configuration

[T Use passive FTP mode

Enable this option anly if there are connectivily Isswes, othenwize it's not recormimended.

FTP hostname:

Replace site's hostname with:

URL of Sub-Domain
Specify the server's address, e.g. "p.domaincom®. Tne 127 0.0 1" Fuaing & sub-
dornain on the same aaher a5 your aite.

Username from FTP accounts

Password from FTP

public_html/cdn
Specify the directons where files must be uploaded fo be accessibie In & web browser
(the document roof).

Auto {determine connection type automatically) j

Some providiers may or may not support S5L, contact vowr vendar for more

Infarm

This is DNS record automatically created when creating

1. ecdn.yourdomain.com sub-domai
Add CHAME
Enter the hostname or CNAME(S) of your FTF senver configured above, these valles

will repliace your site's hostname in the H

TestFTP server | Double if the test passed mean this means the information is correctly added.

Save all settings

Export Media Library button.

Make sure to | expartthe media lhrary © and upload the | wp-includes ) themefiles |, minifyfiles |, customfiles ) files to the COM to ensure

praper aperation. | Hide this message

Woops, we have all done. Congratulations with your super fast speed website.

Let’s See the Performance Report by GTMETRIX
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Total number of requests: 27

Lastly, please disable the Toggle all caching types from general settings page.

General

™ Toagle all caching tepes on or off at once.

Preview Mode: WEELIERY | Preview | Deploy |

Use praview mode to test configuration scenatios prior to releasing them (depioy) on the actual site.

Save all settings

Alright! Thanks for reading, and good-bye.
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